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INTRODUCTION TO THE SURFACE-TO-AIR

MISSILE (SAM) INSTALLATION SERIES

This report introduces an NPIC series on
newly identified Soviet-type surface-to-air mis-
sile (SAM) installations. The serics will con-
sist of short butdetailed individual reports using
a standard format and will cover each SAM in-
stallation newly identified on|:|Mission
I:l and following missions. Each rcport, al-
though based on the photographic coverage by
which the installation is identified, will include
any information fromprevious coverage (includ-
ing I:l or other photography) necessary
for a full and adequate description. For example,
an SA-2 site may be partly obscured by clouds
on the referenced mission, making it impossible
to identify all six launch positions, but ifearlier
photography shows them, the report will state
that there are six positions.

To reduce the repetitive effort involved in
checking previous photographic coverage, the
detailed review of the old photography will be
itemized, mission by mission, and machine
stored. I'or each coverage of the location at
which a SAM installation is found, a detailed
readout will be machine stored, ultimately mak-
ing possible the retrieval of pertinent informa-
tion without rescanning all the film.

All SAM installations will be covered in this
series, including: SA-1, SA-2, SA-3, and SA-0
SAM sites; SAM R & D and training sites; SAM
support facilities; regional SAM facilities; pos-
sible SAM sites; and unidentified installations
suspected of being SAM associated. For ease of
reference, graphical portrayals of various type
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FIGURE 1. TYPICAL SA-1 SAM SITE.
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and configuration signatures are givenin I'igures
1 through 5.

lach report will include basic data on the in-
stallation, set in boxes at the top; & brief but
comprchensive photographic interpretation of
the installation: and a photograph from the identi-
fying mission. Notes ontheitems included in the
basic-data boxes follow.
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FIGURE 2. TYPICAL SA-2 SAM SITE CONFIGURATIUNS.
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Installation Name. Installations will be car-
ried by Target Data Inventory (1'DI) or Bombing
Encyclopedia (BI) names unless these conflict
with NPIC usage. Ilor example, NPIC has had
numerous reports calling certain large installa-
rions "centers' and designating subdivisions of
these centers as complexes, and NPIC will con-

tinue to use this nomenclature.

Geographic Coordinates. Coordinates will
be given in degrees, minutes, and seconds as
plotted by NPIC on the referenced map or chart,
usually the Series 200 US Alr Target Chart.

NPIC Target Number and BI Number. [iach
of these is unique to the installation and consists
of the WAC number plus identifying digits.

Photography. This box contains full photo-
graphic references for the coverage on whichthe
installation was identified. These include mis-
sion number, date of pass, pass number, camera
designation (where applicable), frame number,

index number [ l, Universal

Crid No 1 coordinates, weather, limiting condi-
tions (if any), and classification.

Negation Date. The negation date is the date
of the most recent photography onwhichthere is
no evidence of the target--significant because it
indicates that construction of the target must
have begun after that date. When a negation date
can be cstablished, a complete sct of photographic
references is given. Whenthe installation cannot
be negated on available photography, the words
nCannot be negated" will appear in this box.

E{ig)p_sg_r_vgg This is the photography on
which the first evidence of the installation canbe
seen. Although a facility may have been identified
only after it had reached an advanced stage of
construction, a review of carlier coverage may
indicate that construction had been underway
carlier. The earliest date on which there was
evidence of construction is the date the facility
was first observed. 'I'he box includes both the
date and the mission numbet.
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